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Dedicated lay nurses 
continue the healing 
ministry that was 
pioneered by the 
Sisters of Providence.

S isters of Providence who have served in ministry in 

nursing and their counterparts in the healing arts broke bread 

together at a gathering in January in Seattle.  “In Our Hands: 

Th e Providence Nursing Legacy” was held at Salty’s restau-

rant.  Its theme was that the same love, compassion, courage 

and commitment to serving the poor and disenfranchised that 

women religious brought to creating the healing ministry of 

Providence Health & Services is alive today in the lay nurses.
➺ ➺ 



D ebbie Burton, recently 

appointed chief nursing offi  cer, 

refl ected: “Th e early Sisters of 

Providence were called to the West 

to share their values, and their own 

special gifts of compassion and bless-

edness to address the causes and 

consequences of human suff ering.  

As nurses and religious women, their 

actions have signifi cantly changed 
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the face of history … all for the 

better.  Th rough their nursing care 

they became the hands, the feet, 

and the heart of Jesus; and brought 

the light of his presence to those 

whom they served.”  She added that 

the legacy of those sisters has been 

“deeply enriched” over the years by 

other women religious who served 

in nursing ministries.  Among 

them, some of them present at the 

gathering, were Sisters of Little 

Company of Mary, Dominican Sisters, 

Benedictine Sisters, Sisters of Holy 

Cross, Sisters of Reparation of the 

Sacred Wounds of Jesus, Sisters of 

Holy Names, Sisters of St. Joseph 

of Peace, and the Presentation 

Sisters of the Blessed Virgin Mary.

“Your dedication has been unwav-

ering,” Debbie continued, “and your 

lasting success is a refl ection not 
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just of your courage and compas-

sion, but also of your humility and 

grace.  I stand before you deeply 

grateful that we, the nurse leaders 

of all of Providence in this room, 

have each of you, and Mother 

Joseph and Mother Gamelin, as 

lasting role models for how we must 

lead: with unwavering compas-

sion, courage, humility and grace.”

A highlight of the evening was 

an appearance by Mother Joseph 

(Sister Charlotte Van Dyke), in a 

closing off ering “a special blessing of 

the hands of our lay nurse leaders” 

in a ritual transfer of the sisters’ 

legacy of nursing to all Providence 

nurses.  “We all take leave from 

one another this evening, as people 

of Providence, knowing we are 

all strengthened by our common 

calling – to bring compassion-

ate care to those in need.” ●
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Sisters of Providence:  “As nurses 
and religious women, their actions 
have signifi cantly changed the face 
of history … all for the better.”

Debbie Burton and Mother 
Joseph (Charlotte Van Dyke, 
SP) share the prodium.



Desmarais, Charlene Hudon and Provincial Councilor 
Charlotte Van Dyke; along with Sister Susan Francois, 
CSJP, an IPJC staff  member.  A fundraising letter 
signed by Sister Charlotte observes:  “This modern 
form of slavery destroys the dignity of the human 
person and degrades all people – those traffi  cked 
as well as those who do the traffi  cking.”  To make 
a contribution or to receive further information, 
please contact Sister Charlotte at (425) 525-3394 
or by email at charlotte.vandyke@providence.org.

Committee members hope the vivid image 
of the bus ads and the website address for the 
campaign (www.stopthedemand.org) will motivate 
people to get involved to end human traffi  ck-
ing.  Another way to get involved in Seattle is to 
participate in monthly prayer vigils planned for 
the fi rst Sunday of every month, from 1:30 to 2 
p.m. at Westlake Park, in downtown Seattle. ●

OPENING EYES …
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Seattle-area residents 
are being jolted out of their comfort zones by vivid 
anti-human traffi  cking public service announcements 
on the sides of public buses.  And if organizers of 
this awareness campaign have their way, Spokane 
and Portland residents will not be far behind.  This 
may even become a model for a national campaign.

The “Stop the Demand” bus campaign was 
launched March 8, the United Nations Day for 
Women s̓ Rights.  It is sponsored by religious 
communities in the Pacifi c Northwest in collabo-
ration with the Intercommunity Peace and Justice 
Center (IPJC).  Funds have been raised to develop the 
ads, and monies still are being raised to implement 
the strategy in King and Pierce counties.  The 
goal for the Seattle-area campaign is $25,000.

Three Sisters of Providence serve on the 
awareness campaign committee:  Sisters Judy 

      Sisters launch 
human traffi  cking awareness 

                   BUS AD CAMPAIGN
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Sisters of Providence
thank our donors and benefactors

We deeply appreciate your kind and generous donations to the Sisters of Providence and the ministries in 

El Salvador, the Philippines and the United States.  We acknowledge the contributions that were received through the 

Development Offi  ce from January 1, 2008, through December 31, 2008.  If you note any error in these records, 

we apologize and ask you to please contact us at (425) 525-3019.

Sisters of Providence thank our donors and benefactors  ●  January 1, 2008, through December 31, 2008
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Craig & Gwen Nowak
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William J. Pancake
Dr. Robert & Jeanne Parker
Rose Marie Parsons
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MEMORIALS 2008:

We are grateful for thoughtful donations 
received through the Development Offi  ce in 
memory of deceased friends or loved ones.

In memory of Diane Jane Anderson
 Myrwin and Dawnn Anderson
In memory of Margaret Beaulieu, SP
 Mrs. Dorothy Spangelo
In memory of Evelyn Bergamini, SP
 Mary Murphy
In memory of Conrad Mary Bomer, SP
 Mary Murphy
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Margaret Abhold
Myrwin & Dawnn Anderson
Helen Ball
Janet M. Beagles
Marilyn Before
Pamela Behring
Inez Mary Berner
Linda Brisbois
Mrs. Florence R. Brooks
Paul Brown
John & Florence Brunelle
Dr. Michael & Mona Buckley
Janice Burger
Mary Butler, PA
Rose Caplis
Dale & Gladys Carlsen
Martina K Castle-Charvet
Elizabeth Cavanagh
Bob & Theresa Ceccarelli
John & Virginia Chesnut
Sheryl Clark, PA
Sara Coleman, PA
Robert & Betty Jean Collins
Toni Cooley, PA
Sarah J. Cooper
Nancy Joan Corder
Ralph & Catherine Coston
Ellen Cummings
Dayna N. Dent
Billie Dranchek
Gretchen & Jon Echols
Myrtle F. Ervin
Janet Fagan
Patrick Farwell
Shirley Andessen Fitzpatrick
Judith Walstra Flanagan
Anna D. Fleming
Jacqueline Forget
Daniel & Clauda Fortensky
Elizabeth Gabay
David Gales
Stacy & Marie-Luise Gales
Mrs. Pat Garvey
Michael & Norma Gavin
Susan Gilmartin
Josef & Stephany Gray
Richard & Mary Gretch
Marjorie Kay Hall
Charles Herdener
Lois Hughes
Annie Hulme, PA
Stella Janosov, PA
Carol Kilduff 
Frances Kuhl, PA
Robert & Deborah Kuntz
Vincent & Dolores LaCoursiere
Margaret Lahde
Dale & Rose Lavigne
Robin & Carol Lundwall
Judith Lynn-Perez
Joseph & Donna Mahoney
John & Julie Manuel
Kay E. McGonigle
Mariam McGuire
Mary C. McGuire, SP
Sharon Meltzer
Irene Mullen, PA
Mary Murphy
Jack Myers & Patricia Myers, PA
Michael & Susan Nestor

In memory of Anne Bouff ard, SP
 Ms. Janet M. Beagles
 Mr. Alfred Deschamps
 Ms. Judy Everard
 Ms. Anna D. Fleming
 Mrs. Jeannine D. McClung Hackett
 Rev. Joseph Harrington
 Mrs. Jo Ann Roullier
 Tracy Roullier
In memory of Rose Angela Brutto, SP
 Mrs. Dorothy Spangelo
In memory of Betty Bryant
 Ms. Claudia Haglund
In memory of Agripina Cabrera
 Perry Vicente
In memory of Marita Chesnut, SP
 John and Virginia Chesnut
 Kathleen Manning
 Mary Ann Sheer
 Spokane Potters Guild
In memory of Edward Chvatal, Sr.
 Mrs. Rosina Chvatal
In memory of Peter Claver, SP
 Lois Baertlein Thomas
 Ms. Betty Walters
In memory of  Virginia Cosner, SP 
(Rose Olive)
 Ms. Rose Caplis
In memory of Kathleen Cummings
 Mrs. Ellen Cummings
In memory of Agnes Delphine Brenner, SP
 Mr. David Gales
In memory of Cecile Denis, SP
 Lester and Mary Ann Sauvage
In memory of Morris J. Fitzpatrick
 Janet Fagan
 Ms. Shirley Andessen Fitzpatrick
 Ms. Mariam McGuire
 Ms. Candy S. Walters
 Ms. Donna Winkler
In memory of Ray Flesher
 Estate of Ray Flesher
In memory of Jewell and 
Orville Forrester
 Mrs. Billie Dranchek
In memory of John Garvey
 Mrs. Pat Garvey
In memory of June Gasperino
 Anthony Gasperino
In memory of Tom Gibson
 Mary Murphy
In memory of Louise Gleason, SP
 Irene Gleason
In memory of George W. Glueckert
 Mrs. G. W. Glueckert
In memory of Al and Alice Harrington
 Ms. Dayna N. Dent
In memory of Michelle Holland, SP
 Ms. Helen Ball
 Rose Marie Parsons
In memory of Huber, Roman & Joan Ruth 
(Pariseau)
 Philip W. Huber
In memory of Katherene Jenkinson
 Beatrice Wolf, PA
In memory of Bart Kade
 Ms. Debora L. Good
In memory of Joanne Keller
 Ms. Margaret Haggerty
In memory of Ellen Elizabeth Kelly, SP
 Ms. Maria Micalizio Waggoner
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In memory of Anne Marcelle LeMay, SP
 Mary Ann Wilharm, PA
In memory of Anna Maureen Lynch, SP
 Patrick Farwell
In memory of Francis Ignatius 
MacDowell, SP
 Mary Murphy
In memory of Nancy MacLean, SP
 Marilyn Before
 Jacqueline Forget
 Leona Piet Gibb
 Reggie and Mary Anne Lantz
 Karen Lathrop, PA
 Phyllis Silva-Keith, PA
In memory of Maryville Sisters
 Mrs. Ellen Cummings
 Chris and Connie Melone
 Mr. David W. Nocchi
In memory of Claudia McMillian, SP
 David and Shirley Johnsrud
In memory of Ann and Harry Meltzer
 Ms. Sharon Meltzer
In memory of Jean and Kenneth 
Merryweather
 Ms. Sarah J. Cooper
In memory of Julian Moran, SP
 Mr. David W. Nocchi
 Martin and Barbara Norris
In memory of Joe Murphy
 Mary Murphy
In memory of Flavia Nadon, SP
 Robert and Betty Jean Collins
In memory of Mildred Niehuser, SP
 Mark S. Niehuser
 Linda C. Reitzell
 Marian P. Ryan
 Mr. Jeff  Tiner
In memory of Juanita Padilla
 William F. Padilla
In memory of Pete and Kay Padovan
 Jack Myers and Patricia Myers, PA
In memory of Jackie Pancake
 Mr. William J. Pancake
In memory of Frank L. Perrault, Srs. 
Yvonne, Florence, and Reda Perrault
 Ms. Adele M. Perrault
In memory of Dolores Rampado
 Ms. Donna Werner
In memory of Joe and Helen Rutan
 Vernon and Joanne Waldenberg

In memory of Thomas Paul Scherzi
 James Scherzi
In memory of Phyllis Schickling
 Ms. Linda C. McKennon
In memory of Albert and 
Margaret Steele
 Mr. Delbert Steele
 Roger Steele and Janet Steele, PA
In memory of Dr. Theodore K. Teske
 Mr. Tony Teske
In memory of Lucille Tremblay, SP
 Mary Murphy
In memory of Neil Ugrin
 Mr. Lloyd Withey
In memory of Walt Walstra
 Ms. Judith Walstra Flanagan
In memory of Dorothy Warren, PA
 Sheryl Clark, PA

 

IN HONOR 2008:

We are grateful for thoughtful donations 
received through the Development Offi  ce 
in honor of friends or loved ones.

In honor of Mary Clare Boland, SP
 Father Dominic Mtenga
 Florence Owens
 Anna Maria Tianello
In honor of Margaret Botch, SP
 Richard and Barbara Umbdenstock
In honor of Jim Christison
 Dr. Edward and Jeanne Mae Mulick
In honor of George Domijan
 Robert and Carolyn Selbe
In honor of Jane Dufault, SP
 Inez Mary Berner
 Vincent and Dolores LaCoursiere
In honor of Dolores Ellwart, SP
 Betty Harrington, PA
In honor of Patricia Glen, SP
 Mrs. Mary Rawson Foreman-Rorrer
 Gwen Parker
 Dr. Alexander and Patricia Szabo
In honor of Susanne Hartung, SP
 Ms. Kathleen Gutierrez
 Sacred Heart Medical Center
In honor of Charlene Hudon, SP
 Betty Harrington, PA
 Larry and Phyllis Wright
In honor of Myrta Iturriaga, SP
 Ms. Mary Lafl amme
In honor of Elsie Kelly, SP
 Reggie and Mary Anne Lantz
In honor of Beatrice LaFramboise, SP
 Ms. Carolyn Sperry

In honor of Pauline Lemaire, SP
 Betty Harrington, PA
In honor of Loretta Marie Marceau, SP
 Inez Mary Berner
 Mary Butler, PA
 Betty Harrington, PA
 Dr. Kennard and Marie Kapstafer
 Loraine McElhaney
 Sacred Heart Medical Center
In honor of Therese Multz, SP
 Betty Harrington, PA
In honor of Maureen Newman, SP
 Robin & Carol Lundwall
In honor of Gabrielle Nguyen, SP
 Betty Harrington, PA
In honor of Marguerite OʼConnor, SP
 Inez Mary Berner
 Betty Harrington, PA
 Loraine McElhaney
 Mr. & Mrs. Hubert Stein
In honor of Annette Parent, SP
 Inez Mary Berner
In honor of Jeannette Parent, SP
 Inez Mary Berner
 Betty Harrington, PA
In honor of Jose M. Perez
 Ms. Judith Lynn-Perez
In honor of Gertrude Rohner, FSPA  
(died 6/5/08)
 Franciscan Sisters of Perpetual Adoration
In honor of Barbara Schiller, SP
 Elizabeth Gabay
In honor of Annette Seubert, SP
 George and Carolyn Wuchter
In honor of Sisters of Providence
 Providence Health & Services
In honor of Alice St. Hilaire, SP
 Betty Harrington, PA
In honor of Patricia Vartanian, SP
 Sisters of St. Benedict
In honor of Mary Wilson, SP
 Bob and Theresa Ceccarelli

Sisters of Providence thank our donors and benefactors  ●  January 1, 2008, through December 31, 2008
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