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Donations from Sisters of Providence, MotherJoseph Province, were in the 
form of grants, memberships, table sponsorships, operating funds, salaries, stipends, 
capital campaign contributions, program advertisements, tuition, scholarships, etc.

UGF students 

 I was not real sure what to expect when 
I volunteered for this trip, but I enjoy helping 
people so I thought that it would be a good 
experience, and the country did not let me 
down.  !e people in the community of Tierra 
Blanca were extremely nice and treated you 
like family.  !at in itself was enough to make 
someone want to make another trip, but that 

John Lennon once wrote, “Imagine 
no possessions; I wonder if you can”.  I can 
honestly say that before the chance of going 
to El Salvador, I couldn’t imagine a life 
without all the things society tells us we 
need here in America. A simpler life is now 
something I strive to live.  !ey may not 
have material possessions or money, but the 
people of El Salvador have something much 
more beautiful; they have a spirit for life.  
!e idea of family and love for their neighbor 
reigns high in the countryside. Never have I 
felt more welcomed by someone I just met. 
Families were eager to tell their stories 
and receive us into their homes.  From the 
trip that the Sisters of Providence o"ered 
me, I have a new appreciation of life and 
a willingness to take any opportunity to 
help my brothers and sisters of mankind.  
I see the need in the world for not another 
American trying to impose our lifestyle, 
but to go with an open heart to learn and 
experience their lifestyle. – Andrea Spake

The trip to El Salvador was not only 
amazing, but life changing as well. It was my 
#rst time out of the country and it was way 
more than I ever could have imagined. !e 
people in El Salvador have to be some of the 
most forgiving, kind, and humble people to 
have gone through what they have and still 
be able to #nd the silver lining in their lives. 
I noticed that I experienced almost a reverse 
culture shock when I came back to the United 
States. It hit me how materialistic and time 
oriented we are; everything is so rushed. It 
probably didn’t help that I came back home 
during the holidays, but the trip de#nitely 
helped me realize and appreciate everything 
that I have in my life and the di"erent 
opportunities that I have been so blessed to 
participate in, such as sports in college. !e 
trip also helped to center my life.  It’s hard 
when you go o" to school. Often you can get 
caught up in the craziness of school and the 
di"erent pressures that are presented. But by 
going on the trip it really helped me to realize 
what is important to me in my life and also 
helped me to re-center my life around God and 
be thankful for all the wonderful blessings 
He has given me. It was truly one of the most 
amazing experiences in my life, and I am so 
thankful to everyone who donated either 
their time, money, or resources that made 
this trip possible! – Christina Bruce  

Nichole Danelson leads 
the way as Sr. Karen 
Hawkins walks with the 
children to a soccer game.

!is is the UGF group at the 40th year 
celebration of Pequeña Comunidad.  
Shown from left are (front row)interpreter 
Maria Zoila Màrquez  who receives 
an SP scholarship, Emily Busby and 
Cassandra Gross; (middle row) Ben 
Freiborg, Jennifer Stewart and Christina 
Bruce; and (back row) Andrea Spake, 
Nicole Danelson and Ben Johnson.

Emily Busby joins others 
working in the trenches.

was not all.  !e sisters down in El Salvador 
were extremely nice and hospitable.  So not 
only was everyone welcoming and friendly, 
but our group had some experience that will 
last a lifetime, from going to the fair to playing 
soccer with the kids.  All in all I wish I could 
have built ten houses to just repay the people 
of El Salvador for what they gave me on this 
trip.  It was a trip I would like to make again, 
and a trip I think everyone should make 
once in their lifetime. –  Zach Johnson

We had the wonderful opportunity to 
help build a house for a lady and her children.  
On the #rst day we picked up leaves from the 
foundation.  On the second day we worked on 
the foundation. On the third day we poured 
cement into the foundation.  On the last 
day of the project, we started putting layers 
of bricks on the house.  Along with that we 
walked around di"erent neighborhoods to hand 
out candy to little kids.  !e experience was 
amazing because the people were so grateful 
even though they had so little.  When we went 
to one couple's house, they talked about how 
they have not been able to grow corn for the 
last two years and that was their main source 
of food.  !ey were the friendliest people I have 
ever met.  !ey shook our hands and gave us all 
a big hug.  It was by far the greatest experience 
of my life.  In addition, we learned a lot about 
the history of El Salvador and the impacts that 
other countries have had on the culture and life 
of the Salvadoreans. – Zachary Liedtke 



 Dorothy Mae St. 
Germaine, of Great 
Falls, Mont., died 
December 15 at a local 
hospital at the age of 
89. She had been a 
Providence Associate 
since 2006. 

She was born April 19, 1930, in Poplar, 
Mont., to David and Emma Moran.  She married 
Joseph St. Germaine in 1946 in Sidney, Mont.  
!ey were married for 41 years before his death 
in 1987.

Dorothy worked at Columbus Hospital in 
Great Falls for more than 26 years as a surgical 
tech.  She retired in 1989.  Dedicated to her faith, 
she was very involved in the Emilie Center and 
volunteered many hours at the St. Vincent de Paul 
food bank.

Vigil service was held December 28 at 
Hillcrest Law Chapel in Great Falls.  Funeral 
liturgy was celebrated December 29 at St. Ann’s 
Cathedral.  Schnider Funeral Home was in charge 
of arrangements.

In addition to her husband, Dorothy was 
preceded in death by a grandson, Michael 
Campbell.

Survivors include daughters Barbara and 
Loretta St. Germaine and sons Sylvester (Donette 
Mader), Lawrence and Rodney St. Germaine, all 
of Great Falls; sisters Gertrude Wilkie and Betty 
McKenzie, both of North Dakota, and Leona 
Olson and Lorraine Axelson, both of Montana; 
brothers Gary and Walt Moran, both of North 
Dakota; nine grandchildren and 13 great-
grandchildren.  

Gilberte Desilets) 

Sister Paul-Gabriel 
Desilets, SP, died January 
9 at Mount St. Joseph, 
Spokane, at 96 years of 
age, and after 75 years as 
a Sister of Providence.  

She was the "rst 
child born to Denerie 
and Emeranda (Bineault) 
Desilets on October 20, 1914, in St. Wenceslas, 
County of Nicolet, Quebec, Canada.  Her given 
name at baptism was Marie Cecile Gilberte 
Desilets.   She and "ve brothers and two sisters 
were raised on a maple tree farm where she had a 
joyful childhood.  She attended public grade 
school and in 1932 graduated from St. Wenceslas 
High School, where she was taught by the 
Assumption Sisters of Nicolet, Quebec, taking all 
her studies in French.  

Sister Paul-Gabriel entered the Sisters of 
Providence on February 26, 1935, and became 

Sister Renate Hayum died January 27 at St. 
Joseph Residence, Seattle, at 80 years of age and 
after 25 years as a Sister of Providence.  

She was born on January 29, 1930, in 
Tüebingen, Germany, the only child of Henry 
and Ellen (Oppenheimer) Hayum.  !e family 
immigrated to the United States in 1938, moved 
to Olympia, Wash., in 1939, and then to Seattle.  
She became a U.S. citizen on March 27, 1944.  

Sister Renate entered the Sisters of 
Providence on August 22, 1986, made her "rst 
profession on August 15, 1988, and professed 
"nal vows on June 13, 1992.

She attended public schools throughout the 
elementary grades and graduated from Franklin 

a novice on August 27, 1935.  After she made her 
"rst profession in 1937, the religious community 
sent her to the West to learn English.  She then 
took her "nal vows at Mount St. Vincent, Seattle, 
in 1941.  Her great aunt was a member of the 
Sisters of Providence religious community. Sister 
Paul-Gabriel became a U.S. citizen in 1945.  

She received a certi"cate in home nursing 
from St. Ignatius School of Nursing (now Whitman 
Hospital and Medical Center), Colfax, Wash.  She 
participated in "ve summers of food service 
education conducted by the Food Research Center 
for Catholic Institutions, North Easton, Mass., and 
received a certi"cate of completion in 1968.  She 
and Sister Cecile Laprise participated in Dietary 
Administration for Food Service Managers, 
sponsored by the Catholic Hospital Association, 
St. Louis University, St. Louis, Mo., and received 
certi"cates of completion in 1971.  

Sister Paul-Gabriel’s "rst mission was in food 
services at Providence Hospital in Seattle, where 
she took several dietary courses, 1937-41; followed 
by Columbus Hospital (now Bene"s Healthcare), 
Great Falls, Mont., domestic duties, 1941-43; 
St. Ignatius Hospital (now Whitman Hospital & 
Medical Center) Colfax, Wash., dietary and later 
supervisor, 1943-62; St. Clare Hospital, Fort 
Benton, Mont., dietary supervisor, 1962-64; St. 
Joseph Academy, Sprague, Wash., culinary depart-
ment, 1964-65; and at Mount St. Joseph, Spokane, 
culinary department, 1965-79; part-time in"rmary 
aide, 1979-85; dietary aide and beautician, 1980-
82.  She assisted in community service with the 
sisters at Mount St. Joseph until she fully retired in 
2007.  In retirement, Sister Paul-Gabriel resided at 
Mount St. Joseph.

She loved music and sang with her mother at 
a very early age.  She played the piano, and also 
enjoyed playing the harmonica and guitar.  

Sister Paul-Gabriel was preceded in death 
by her mother and father, and seven of her 
siblings.  Survivors include her sister, Rejeane Roy, 
Sherbrooke, Quebec;  sisters-in-law Germaine 
Desilets and Laurette Desilets, Drummondville, 
Quebec; a niece, Gilberte Daneau, Drummondville, 
Quebec; a great-niece, Marilyn Daneau, 
Drummondville, Quebec, and her community of 
Sisters of Providence.  

!e Vigil Service was held January 13 at 
Mount St. Joseph, Spokane, followed by the 
funeral Mass on January 14.  Burial was at Holy 
Cross Cemetery in Spokane.  Hennessey-Smith 
Funeral Home was in charge of arrangements.  

Memorial contributions may be made to the 
Sisters of Providence Retirement Fund, 1801 Lind 
Avenue SW, #9016, Renton, WA  98057-9016.   
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High School, Seattle.  After two years at Reed 
College in Portland, Ore., she "nished her bachelor’s 
degree in accounting in 1952 at the University of 
Washington, Seattle.  She earned her master of 
library science degree from there in 1968.

Sister Renate had worked as an auditor in 
San Francisco and in accounting positions in New 
York and New Jersey before serving for 11 years 
as an editorial assistant to Monsignor John M. 
Oesterreicher, director of the Institute of Judaeo-
Christian Studies at Seton Hall University in South 
Orange, N.J.   For 19 years she was a reference 
librarian and administrator for Seattle Public Library.  
After entering the religious community, Sister 
Renate’s ministry assignments included accounts 
representative and o#ce assistant at Providence 
Seattle Medical Center, and research assistant in 
the provincial o#ces in Seattle. She was one of "ve 
founding sisters sent to the Philippines and spent 
17 years as school librarian and an administrator at 
Providence High School in Burbank, Calif.  She loved 
classical music and reading.  

Sister Renate was preceded in death by her 
parents.  Survivors include an aunt and uncle, two 
cousins, and her community 
of the Sisters of Providence.

!e Vigil Service was 
held January 31 at St. Joseph 
Residence, Seattle, followed 
by celebration of the funeral 
Mass there on February 1.  
Burial was at Calvary 
Cemetery, Seattle.  Bonney-
Watson Funeral Home was in 
charge of arrangements.  

Memorial contributions 
may be made to the Sisters of Providence Retirement 
Fund, 1801 Lind Avenue SW, #9016, Renton, WA  
98057-9016.   

Margaret 
Botch, SP

!eresa 
Stallman, PA

Kaye 
Belcher, SP

Gemalee 
Morrison

  Find us on        
Facebook!

Vocation events

!!
Marianne (Strope) Holling, sister 

of Linda McKnight, PA, died December 8, 
2010, in Wallace, Idaho.

John Bochsler, brother of Maryann 
Bochsler, SP, died January 4, 2011,
 in Mt. Angel, Ore.

Ida Marszlek, sister of Julie 
Ziocchi, SP, died January 7 in Texas.

Ken Allen, brother of Judi Roberts,
 SP, died January 13 in Indianapolis, Ind.

Jerry Kelly, brother of Margaret 
Kelly, SP, died January 16 in Los 
Altos, Calif.

John Fox, brother of Mary Fox, SP, 
died January 17 in Battle Ground, Wash.

Catherine Adell Burris Werner, sister 
of Anna Burris, SP, died January 19 
in Chicago, Ill.

Credo Desire, father of Mirlande 
Desire, SP, died February 10 in Haiti.
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Celebration 
Sisters of Providence join Daughters 
of Mary for 100th anniversary events; 
also visit Cameroon

Sr. Mary Wilson (left) is pictured 
with Marie-Joseph Mballa, 
communications director for Afrique 
Future, and a child in Cameroon.

Sr. Judith Desmarais 
extends a hand to 
one of Cameroon’s 
schoolchildren.

“Yes we can with America,” 
reads a child’s sign greeting 
the visitors in Cameroon.

A child in Cameroon plays 
with a homemade toy.

Preschoolers in 
Cameroon celebrate 
the arrival of 
the sisters from 
the West. 


